Research: 
Position of students with disabilities at
universities in Montenegro 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The sample survey on the position of students with disabilities at universities in Montenegro included 26 students with disabilities, who are studying at the existing colleges. 
The structure of the sample by gender is presented in Graph. 1, and it indicates an equal number of female (13) and male subjects (13), who participated in the survey. 
                           Graph No.1 
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As for their age most of the respondents belong to age category of 19 to 21 years - 57.7%, 26.9% belong to age category from 22 to 24 years, while 11.5% belongs to the category of 25 years. The graphic No.2 displays distribution of the sample in relation to age and sex (data is presented in frequencies). 
                         Graph No.2 
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On the basis of allocation by age it can be concluded that the noticeable trend in recent years is the increasing number of students with disabilities at universities in Montenegro. 

When it comes to the place of residence, data is classified into four categories: three belong to the regions of Montenegro, and the fourth relates to the place of residence outside of Montenegro. Four categories of residence places are: 
1. Northern region of Montenegro, places of residence, which appeared in the sample, are: Bijelo Polje, Berane, Pljevlja, Mojkovac; 
2. Southern region of Montenegro, places of residence are: Kotor, Bar, Herceg Novi; 
3. Central Region Montenegro, places of residence: Podgorica and Niksic, Cetinje 
4. Second, the residences outside of Montenegro are: Trebinje, Ruma and Slavonski Brod 

In the table. 1 the distributions by regions in which students have a place of residence is given. 

Table 1 

	
	Frequency 
	Percentages

	
	Northern region of Montenegro
	7
	26.9

	 
	Southern Region of Montenegro
	5
	19.2

	 
	Central Region of Montenegro
	10
	38.5

	 
	Other
	4
	15.4

	 
	Total
	26
	100.0




Most students have residence in the central region of Montenegro - 38.5% of the sample, 26.9% of respondents has the place of residence in the northern region, while 19.2% students comes from the southern region. 15.4% of students come from abroad, from the neighboring Bosnia and Serbia. 

Table no.2. Sample distribution is shown in relation to students with disabilities who participated in this research. 

 


	
	Frequency
	Percentages
	Valid Percentages

	
	Wheelchair user
	6
	23.1
	28.6

	
	Difficulty moving
	6
	23.1
	28.6

	
	Partial loss of sight
	4
	15.4
	19.0

	
	Combined handicap
	4
	15.4
	19.0

	
	Other
	1
	3.8
	4.8

	
	Total
	21
	80.8
	100.0

	
	No answer
	5
	19.2
	

	Total
	26
	100.0
	



Analyzing the table in relation to gender, it can be observed that in 6 wheelchair users 2 are male and 4 female. In category of difficulty moving we have 2 male, and 4 female respondents. In the group of partially visually impaired there were 3 male and 1 female respondent. As for the combined disabilities, 2 respondents were male, and 2 of them were female. One respondent responded with ‘’other’’, while 5 subjects did not respond to the given question, 2 of them women and 3 men. 

When it comes to the previous education of respondents, 13 (53.8%) of them finished regular elementary school, while 12 (46.2%) went to primary school for children with special needs. Regular high school was finished by 11 (42.3%) respondents, while special high school was finished by 15 (57.7%) respondents. Out of 14 respondents who finished the regular elementary school, the four of them continued their education in special secondary school, while on the other side; only 1 respondent who completed a special primary school continued his education in regular high school. 

In most cases 15 respondents (57.7% of the sample) finished high school at the Institute for education and professional rehabilitation of children with disabilities. Other high schools listed were: "High School" Andijevica, "Electro-Metallurgy High School" Niksic, SSMO "Vida Matijan "Kotor" Gymnasium "Kotor" ‘’Vaso Aligrudic" Podgorica, Economic/touristic school Niksic, "25 May" Tuzi, Trebinje Economic School, -‘’Gymnasium Panto Mališić" Berane, Gymnasium ‘’Petar Petrovic Negoš’’ Cetinje, Gymnasium Mojkovac, each of them was finished by one respondent only. 
   
Distribution of responses in relation to attending the University is shown in Table No. 3. 
Table No.3 


	Frequency
	
	Percent

	University of Montenegro
	22
	84.6

	University of Donja Gorica
	1
	3.8

	University "Mediterranean"
	3
	11.5

	Total
	26
	100.0



Out of the 22 students who study at the University of Montenegro 10 are male and 12 female, there is a male student studying at the University of Donja Gorica, while at the University of "Mediterranean" out of 3 students, 2 were male and one female. 

Colleges attended by respondents are: Faculty of Law - 13 students (50% of sample), Faculty of Philosophy - 3 students (11.5%), Electro-technical Engineering - 2 students (7.7%), Faculty of Political Sciences - 6 students (23.1%), Information Systems and Technology, 1 student (3.8%), Civil engineering 1 (3.8%). 

On Faculty of Law students attend following specialization courses: legal science, criminal-judicial, judicial direction. When it comes to the Faculty of Philosophy courses are: psychology and philosophy. The Faculty of Political Science has specialization courses: the Department of political science, social work and social policy and journalism. Civil Engineering department has course management in the buildings, the Electro-technical direction of applied computing, and Faculty of information systems and technology - the direction of the business information systems. 
Most students, of them 14 (53.8%) are attending the first year. Six (23.1%) of them were at the second year of the Faculty, 3 (11.5%) were on the third year, and 2 (7.7%) on the fourth year of studies. One respondent (3.8%) is on the fifth year of study, or has been studying for five years. This data confirms the trend of enrollment growth and an increasing number of enrollments when it comes to students with disabilities. 

Students with disabilities largely financed their own schooling: 69.2% (18 of them), while the budget financed were 7 of them (26.9%). At private universities, all students are self funded, and at the University of Montenegro 7 students are financed from the budget, and 15 of them self-financing. Budget-financed students are: 3 of the Faculty of Law, 1 Faculty of Philosophy, 1 Faculty of Electrical Engineering, and 2 in the Faculty of Political Science. 

To the greatest extent students with disabilities live in hall of residence, even regardless of their method of financing the study. Distribution in relation to the way of accommodation during the studying is shown in table No. 4. 

                   Table No.4 
  

	
	Frequency
	Percentages
	Valid percents

	
	He lives with his family
	7
	26.9
	28.0

	 
	 Living as tenants
	4
	15.4
	16.0

	 
	Hall of residence
	14
	53.8
	56.0

	 
	Total
	25
	96.2
	100.0

	
	No answer
	1
	3.8
	 

	Total
	26
	100.0
	 




14 students (53.8%) said they were living in a dormitory. Out of them, 11 studies at the University of Montenegro, while three students are studying at the University of "Mediterranean", and also staying in the dorm study. Four students (15.4%) who live as tenants study at the University of Montenegro. 

FIRST SET OF QUESTIONS 

The first set of questions in the questionnaire related to the degree of satisfaction of students with disabilities with their education, in relation to the attitude of colleagues towards them, and attitude of professors towards them. It turned out that in most cases students with disabilities were satisfied with the previous attitudes of colleagues and professors towards them. 
 Pre-school education: 
( Degree of satisfaction with their colleagues – out of 19 respondents who responded to this question, 1 respondent expressed dissatisfaction, while 18 respondents said that these relations are satisfying.
( The degree of satisfaction with their teachers – out of 19 respondents who responded to this question, 1 respondent expressed dissatisfaction, while 18 respondents said that these relations are satisfying. 
 Primary School from grades 1-4:
( Degree of satisfaction with their colleagues – out of 24 respondents who responded to this question, 2 participants said that they were neither satisfied nor dissatisfied with their colleagues’ attitude, while 22 respondents said that these relations are satisfying
( The degree of satisfaction with teachers – out of 23 respondents who responded to this question, 1 respondent stated that he was dissatisfied with teachers’ attitude towards him, while 22 respondents said that these relations were satisfying
 Primary School from grades 5-8: 
( Degree of satisfaction with their colleagues – out of 24 respondents who responded to this question, 1 respondent expressed dissatisfaction, 5 subjects  is neither satisfied, nor dissatisfied with colleagues’ attitudes towards them, while 18 respondents said that they are satisfied with these relations 
( The degree of satisfaction for teachers - of 23 respondents who responded to this question, 1 respondent expressed dissatisfaction, 3 subjects were neither satisfied, nor dissatisfied with teachers’ attitudes towards them, while 19 respondents expressed satisfaction with this relationship . 
 High School:
( Degree of satisfaction with their colleagues – out of 24 respondents who responded to this question, 1 respondent expressed dissatisfaction, 3 subjects were neither satisfied, nor dissatisfied with attitudes of colleagues in school towards them, while 20 subjects said that they are satisfied with these relations 
( The degree of satisfaction with teachers – out of 23 respondents who responded to this question, 1 respondent expressed dissatisfaction, 3 subjects were neither satisfied, nor dissatisfied with the attitude of teachers in school, while 19 respondents expressed satisfaction with this relationship . 
 University:
( Degree of satisfaction with their colleagues – out of 23 respondents who responded to this question, 1 respondent expressed dissatisfaction, while 22 respondents that they are satisfied with colleagues’ attitudes towards them. 
( The degree of satisfaction with teachers – out of 23 respondents who responded to this question, 1 respondent expressed dissatisfaction, while 22 respondents expressed satisfaction with the relationship with the professors at the university. 

Graph. 3, shows the satisfaction with students with disabilities through formal education (from preschool to university) in relation to: the relationship with colleagues and relationship with teachers. The data are presented in frequencies. 




Chart No.3 
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When we look at the graph No.3 it can be recognized that most subjects show feelings of satisfaction in relation to previous and current education. 

SECOND SET OF QUESTIONS 

the second set of questions related to the degree of influence of certain (listed) factors on their academic success. Factors that are listed in the questionnaire were: personal involvement, parental support, peer support and support of teachers. 

Answers of the respondents indicate that to the greatest extent they believe that their personal involvement influenced their academic success, which was stated by 95.4% of them; 95.3% of them reported that the support of their parents was very important to them, peer support was important for 90.5% of them, while 84.2% found support of teachers important. 

When it comes to the very act of enrollment to the university 23 (88.5%) respondents said that it was their personal choice, while 3 subjects (11.5%) did not respond to the question. 

THIRD SET OF QUESTIONS 

The third set of questions from the questionnaire related to the availability of inputs, classrooms, amphitheaters, library, cabinet professors, legal services, student services, toilets, lifts, and orientation inside the building at colleges attended. Also, this set included issues relating to adjustment: the entrance, classrooms, amphitheater, library, cabinet professors, legal services, student services, toilets, lifts, orientation inside the building and literature. 

When it comes to accessibility, to the greatest extent, students with disabilities feel that the important things at the university are accessible, although a number of respondents did not respond the question. When it comes to distribution in relation to accessibility 69.2% students think that the entrance to buildings is accessible, 65.4% believe that there are accessible classrooms, 53.8% believe that their classrooms are accessible, 65.4% believe that there are accessible libraries; 61.5% declare that cabinets of professors are accessible, 57.7% respond that legal services are accessible, 53.8% find student services accessible, while 50% considered that the amphitheaters are accessible, 46.2% believe that the elevators (size and availability of keys) are accessible to students with disabilities, while 30.8% students said that their orientation inside the building is appropriate. 
In the graphics No.4 there are, presented as percentages, answers to the question about the accessibility of certain spatial characteristics of faculties that are necessary for functioning of students at universities. 

Graph. 4 
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When it comes to adjustment of certain spatial characteristics, the distribution of answers is completely different compared to the accessibility of the same things. Students mostly left these questions unanswered. So when it comes to adjustment of entrances 96.2% respondents did not give an answer, and only one respondent stated that the entrance is adjusted. When it comes to adjustment of classrooms, 88.5% did not respond to the question, and 11.5% of them believe that classrooms at their faculties are adjusted. Adjustment of amphitheater is identified as positive by 7.7% of the respondents, while the other 92.3% did not respond to the question. Offices of professors, student legal services and student services are seen as adjusted by 7.7%, 3.8% do not believe that they are adjusted, and 88.5% did not answer this question. 23.1% students declare that toilets are adjusted, 3.3% that they are not adjusted, while 73.1% did not respond to the question, and when it comes to elevators 26.9% of them considered that they are adjusted, 3.8% that they are not, and 69.2% did not respond to the question. When it comes to orientation within the building and literature 26.9% see it as adjusted, 7.7% believe that it is not, while 65.4% did not respond to the question. 
Graph. 5 presents the percentage responses to the question about adjustment certain spatial characteristics of faculties that are necessary for functioning of students at universities. 
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On the question of whether they consider the exams, lectures, tests should be adjusted to students with disabilities, and the distribution of responses is shown in the Table. 5. 
 

	
	Frequency
	Percentages
	Valid Percentages

	
	Yes, always
	3
	11.5
	15.0

	
	Yes, in most cases
	6
	23.1
	30.0

	
	Yes, in some cases
	8
	30.8
	40.0

	
	No
	3
	11.5
	15.0

	
	Total
	20
	76.9
	100.0

	
	No answer
	6
	23.1
	 

	Total
	26
	100.0
	 



That lectures, examinations and tests should be always adjusted to students with disabilities was the answer given by 11.5% of students, 23.1% think it should be considered in most cases, 30.8% think it should be adjusted in some cases as, and 11.5% think these should not be adjusted. 23.1% of the respondents of this sample did not respond to the question. 

When it comes to support to students with disabilities by teachers in most cases the students perceive it as positive. So 57.7% (15 respondents) consider professors ready to give support, while 19.2% (5 respondents) consider them partially ready. 23.1% (6 subjects) has not answered this question. 

FOURTH SET OF QUESTIONS 

The fourth set of questions in the questionnaire refers to the various types of assistance would improve the position of students with disabilities in their opinion. 
When it comes to further education of teachers, administrative staff and other students in order to improve the relationship between students with disabilities and other stakeholders at faculties 57.7% considered it very useful, while 42.3% considered that it would contribute to improving relations. When it comes to law enforcement only 2 subjects (7.7%) think it would contribute to the improvement of relations, while 92.3% consider it would not. Programs as the integration is considered by 26.9% to improve the relationship between students with disabilities and teachers, administrative staff and other students, while 73.1% considered that it would not contribute to any improvement. 

As for the issue of negative discrimination from professors 3 of them have experienced this kind of discrimination, also 3 students had a negative experience of discrimination by other students. One male student and two female students at the University of Montenegro experienced experience of discrimination because of disability. 

On the other hand when it comes to positive discrimination, i.e. privileges by professors, 6 students stated that they had such experience, at the University of Montenegro. When it comes to positive discrimination by other students, 10 students stated that they had such experience. 

As for the readiness of other students to assist students with disabilities in different frameworks of everyday functioning of the university: the above assessment categories were: assistance to enter the building, to move inside the building, assistance with using the toilet, help with orientation in the building, giving the information that are inaccessible, assistance in the lectures. 
Table. 6 show the distribution in the form of frequency and percentages in relation to all areas of assessment. 

Table No.6 
 

	
	All students
	Most students
	Several of the students
	No students
	No answer
	Total

	Help to enter the building
	8

30.8%
	12

46.2%
	1

3.8%
	0

0%
	5

19.2%
	26

100%

	Help to move inside the building
	9

34.5%
	10

38.5%
	1

3.8%
	0

0%
	6

23.1%
	26

100%

	Help with using the toilet
	7

26.9%
	5

19.2%
	3

11.5%
	4

15.4%
	7

26.9%
	26

100%

	Help with orientation in building
	9

34.6%
	7

26.9%
	2

7.7%
	1

3.8%
	7

26.9%
	26

100%

	Providing information not available
	10

38.5%
	8

30.8%
	1

3.8%
	1

3.8%
	6

23.1%
	26

100%

	Help in the lectures
	8

30.8%
	8

30.8%
	3

11.5%
	1

3.8%
	6

23.1%
	26

100%



This table indicates that in most cases students with disabilities consider that in certain situations other students will give them help and support, especially in assistance to enter the building, to move inside and orientate inside the building, as well as giving inaccessible information. To a lesser extent, students with disabilities believe that other students would help with the use of the toilet and lectures. 

The questionnaire contained questions relating to the evaluation of the readiness of other students to learn, to be friends at school and outside the faculty with students with disabilities. 
Table. 7 


	
	Always
	Often 
	Seldom 
	Never 
	No answer
	Total

	Willingness of other students to learn with the students with disabilities
	8

30.8%
	4

15.4%
	4

15.4%
	4

15.4%
	6

23.1%
	26

100%

	Willingness of other students to be friends with the faculty stud. with disabilities
	13

50%
	6

23.1%
	1

3.8%
	0

0%
	6

23.1%
	26

100%

	Willingness of other students to be friends outside the faculty with the stud. with disabilities
	13

50%
	4

15.4%
	4

15.4%
	0

0%
	7

26.9%
	26

100%



On the basis of distribution of responses represented in a given table, we can evaluate that students with disabilities mostly think they have a friendly and supporting atmosphere.


In the questionnaire there were questions about what students with disabilities believe that their faculty (University, Ministry) provides, which facilitates their study. Criteria that are assessed by the respondents are providing lower fees, accessible textbooks, providing mentors, providing personal assistance in enrollment, regardless of the number of points on entrance examinations, exemption from tuition fees, providing sign language translators. 

Table. 8 
 


	
	Yes 
	No 
	No answer
	Total 

	The Faculty provides low fees
	4

15.4%
	11

42.3%
	11

42.3%
	26

100%

	The Faculty provides Textbook
	3

11.5%
	11

42.3%
	12

46.2%
	26

100%

	Faculty mentors provide
	1

3.8%
	14

53.8%
	11

42.3%
	26

100%

	Faculty provides personal assistants
	0

0%
	14

53.8%
	12

42.6%
	26

100%

	Faculty provide enrollment, regardless of no. entry points
	5

19.2%
	11

42.3%
	10

38.5%
	26

100%

	Faculty exempts from payment of tuition
	3

11.5%
	13

50%
	10

38.5%
	26

100%

	Faculty provides a sign language interpreter
	1

3.8%
	13

50%
	12

42.6%
	26

100%



When we look at table no. 6 we can see that despite the upward trend in enrollment of students with disabilities in colleges, universities have not developed support measures for students with disabilities, to provide accessible learning and academic achievements for them. 

To what extent are teachers, assistants, administrative staff; other student’s familiar with the rights of students with disabilities is shown in Table No.9. 

 
Table br.9.

	
	Yes
	No 
	No answer
	Total 

	Professors - familiar with the rights 
	10

38.5%
	7

26.9%
	9

34.6%
	26

100%

	Associates - familiar with the rights
	11

42.3%
	6

23.1%
	9

34.6%
	26

100%

	Administrative staff - familiar with the rights
	8

30.8%
	8

30.8%
	10

38.5%
	26

100%

	Other students - aware of the rights
	9

34.6%
	8

30.8%
	9

34.6%
	26

100%



Table No.9. indicates variability in responses, depending on the faculty that are students and for different experience carries with it a different experience on knowledge from professors, associates, administrative staff and other students on the rights of students with disabilities. 

On the question of whether there are students with disability in the student parliament 7.7% (2 subjects) said there are and 23.1% (6 subjects) said there is no students with disabilities in the parliament, while 30.8% (8 respondents) said they did not know. 38.5% (10 subjects) has not answered this question. 

When it comes to institutions, students with disabilities expressed the greatest confidence of the NGO Association of youth with disabilities. Table no.10 shows distribution of responses related to the experience of addressing Ministry of Education and Science, the Rectorate and the Association of students with disabilities. 
 

	
	Yes
	No
	No answer
	Total 

	Ministry of Education and Science
	6

23.1%
	9

34.6%
	11

42.3%
	26

100%

	Rectorate
	3

11.5%
	12

46.2%
	11

42.3%
	26

100%

	Association of Youth with Disabilities
	15

57.7%
	1

3.8%
	10

38.5%
	26

100%



  
 CONCLUSION 
Research on position of students with disabilities at universities in Montenegro included 26 students with disabilities, who are studying the existing colleges. Students were from all regions of Montenegro, and even from neighboring countries. It was observed there was the trend of growth of enrollment and attendance of faculty by students with disabilities, in recent years. 
Students with disabilities are studying at the University of Montenegro, the University of "Mediterranean" and the University of Donja Gorica. In relation to the method of financing, the majority of respondents financed their own studies, even at the University of Montenegro. 
For most respondents, when it comes to satisfaction with relationships with teachers and peers during preceding years, and current education, feeling of satisfaction prevails. For their own academic success and further direction to education, besides the importance of personal engagement, students mention support of their parents, colleagues and teachers. 
Students with disabilities mostly observe spatial conditions at the Faculty as accessible, but still there is no work on better and more adequate adjustment for students with disabilities. Support of teachers is mostly described as positive. Also, there is a notice there is more positive than negative discrimination. Thus, in accordance with this, as well as better understanding of rights of students with disabilities, and adequate attitude towards them, as the best measure of improvement is considered additional education of teachers, students, administrative staff and students. 
In relation to other students, students with disabilities to the greatest extent report that other students are willing to help them and support them, so we can say that the atmosphere among the students is seen as a supporting and friendly. 
As for institutions, students with disabilities give trust to the Association of youth with disabilities, and often turn to this Association for help and support. 

